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SUBJECT: INDIAN LAW MINISTER ON LOS NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: NEW DELHI 7192 

1 . THE INDIAN PRESS MAY 14 CARRIES AN INTERVIEW WITH 
LAW MINISTER GOKHALE WHO HAS JUST RETURNED FROM THE LOS 
NEGOTIATING SESSION IN NEW YORK. HIS COMMENTS ON THE 
ARCHIPELAGO QUESTION ARE REPORTED IN REFTEL. AS PIECED 
TOGETHER FROM THE SEVERAL PRESS ACCOUNTS OF THE INTERVIEW, 
HE MADE THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL COMMENTS. ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY. GOKHALE COMPLAINED THAT 
ALTHOUGH THE BIG POWERS ARE NOT OPPOSED TO THE AUTHORITY, 
THEY HAVE ASSERTED THE RIGHT OF ANY COUNTRY TO EXPLOIT 
THE MINERAL RESOURCES IN THE HIGH SEAS. GOKHALE SAID 
THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES WOULD HAVE TO MAINTAIN THEIR 
SOLIDARITY ON THIS ISSUE, FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE 
RIGHT CLAIMED BY THE BIG POWERS WOULD BE "HIGHLY 
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AUTHORITY WILL BECOME INFRUCTUOUS ONCE THE BIG POWERS 
ARE PERMITTED TO EXPLOIT THE SEABED RESOURCES FOR THEIR 
BENEFIT." 

2. THE LAW MINISTER IS REPORTED FURTHER SAYING THAT THE 
BIG POWERS’ VIEW THAT THE ECONOMIC ZONE SHOULD BE 
REGARDED AS PART OF THE HIGH SEAS IS ALSO UNACCEPTABLE. 

INDIA HAS TAKEN A VERY CATEGORICAL POSITION THAT IT 
WOULD NOT ACCEPT THIS VIEW. 

3. ON THE RIGHTS OF THE LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES, GOKHALE 
SAID INDIA RECOGNIZES THEIR RIGHT TO HAVE ACCESS TO THE 
SEA BUT FELT THAT THE RIGHT OF TRANSIT SHOULD BE 
NEGOTIATED AND THE RIGHT SHOULD BE RECIPROCAL. SO FAR 

AS INDIA WAS CONCERNED, THE MAIN LANDLOCKED COUNTRY WAS 
NEPAL. GOKHALE SAID THE CONTROVERSY COULD NOT BE 
RESOLVED TO DATE BECAUSE SOME COASTAL STATES WERE NOT 
WILLING TO RECOGNIZE THE LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES' RIGHTS IN 
THE ECONOMIC ZONE, INCLUDING TRANSIT THROUGH THE OCEAN.SAXBE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW OF THE SEA, SEABED, NEGOTIATIONS, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 MAY 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NEWDE07193 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 88-0260 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760554/aaaabtpb.tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION DLOS 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 NEW DELHI 7192 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CollinPO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUN 2004 by wolfsd>; APPROVED <24 JAN 2005 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDIAN LAW MINISTER ON LOS NEGOTIATIONS 
TAGS: PLOS, IN, (GOKHALE, H R) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



